SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT D

National Leaders’ Eyes
on the Everglades

Dhstrict participares in Congressiona!
Black Catictis event

pproccimately 30,000 buosiness and community leaders
as well as bocal, stnte and federal elected officials

Hispanic Chamber Hails
District Leadership

b Sowh Fleeids Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

oimesd the South Florids Water Management Dastrict

s 20005 Public Agency of

Anneal Sumshing Asards
luncheom. Siami Mayor Alex

al the event m Miami Heach
The Diseriet bas done a

comimennities on Bverglades
restoraticn,” skl Chamben
President Lilizm Lopez. “1've
pariicipaied in many of these infommatsonal meetings and
workshops, asd was always impeessed,” Lopee sdided
“Sessions on the procurement opparunities that the
Comprehensivie Everglades Restoratson Flan will make
svailablbe for anen husinesses werne very lelpdul and well

received.”
Irels Hagud, n Dasimnet Goveming Board memiber and 5
member of the Chamber™s Board of Direciom was also

recogized as e Chamber's “Director of the Year” for her

lesdiership of o numther of very successful food contml

pariner projects in Miami-Dade County, “%We also waneed io

recogmize Ingla for her unstmting suppon foe our
crganization and for memher reenaitment. She b dynamic
angl full of energy and commirmen,” said Lopes,
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Pemelss wis the keynow speaker

tremesbons job with cutreach o

registered for the Congressionn] Black Coucus Foundation's
(CBCE) 33rd Anoual Legislative Conference September 24-
27 in Woshingion, [0 “More than 100,000 people attended
some purt of the conference, and were able 1o see oar
Everglodes exhibil” said Coverning Board Vice Chnir
Pamela Brooks-Thomas

Executive Director Henry Thean and ofher District stalff
were also al the conference, which Featured an Everglades

restoration educationnlioatreach
exlibit. The CBCE, a nonpuartisan,
memprli. public policy, research and
educotional instilate, educates future
leaders and promotes collaboration
among community and business
lenders, minority-focused oreanization
benders and crganized labor o effect
posifve and sustamable chonge in the
Afrcan-American comamunity,
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Exploring the Benefits
of Public-Private
Partnerships

fMstrict considers creative options io
expedite Wailer resource projects

ceordimg 10 Executive Direcior Henry Dizan, the

Sowth Flondn Waier Management Diisirict faces o
unigue eonundrim: increasing surfsce waler storuge
Facilities a5 soon 35 possible while complying with state
und federal goidelmes, and continuing o fasd and carry
ot odbier restoration and resource monngement mandates.

“It has become apparent that we need o move forwind
s expeditionsly a8 pessible with the comstruction ol
addificmal waler storage reserviirs, without 2iving shon
shrifi o our other responsibilities,” Dean said during a
presemiation o the SEWMD Coverning Boand i
Movember.,

"Building these facilities wall allow s 1o sigmificantly
reduce the need for unfortunade ond exirems nelenses
froem Lake Okeechobes to the coastal esuaries. And il
will also provide for the attenuation of water before i is
discharged into the stormwater reatment anens (5TAs) -
dramatically mmproving the efficiency of the 5TAs by
smonothing out the peaks and valleys of water mflows
during the course of (he veuar,” be expluined further.

Improved water quality and increased water storuge
are the foundotion for Everglades resioration. The three
reservoirs kendilied as
pricrity projects and
potential candicdates for
geoclernted comsiruction
are Incated on the
Caloosahatches River,
the 51 Lucie River and
i the Bverglades
Agricultural Aren.

Underscoring the [zl
that liis discussion witl
the Board was strictly
concepiual. Dean said he
had challenged Districl
slalT o imvestipale and
develop some creative
options o nokdress the
current comstruction and
furding dilemma. After
coordinutimg nd tnking  As
with key coosysiem
restoration puriners — the Florida Depurtment of
Envirommental Prodection and the U5, Army Corps of
Engineers — the concept of public-private portnerships
wis identified as a potentially viable aliemative

Principles for Selecting
Public-Private Partnerships

W[5 THE PROFECT DETERMINED
WECESSARY TO SERVE THE PUBLIC
INTEREST WHIETHER OB NOT A PRIVATE-
PAETHNER 15 AMNAILABLEY

W DMES T PROVIDE THE BEST LiSo-
TERM YALUE T8 THE FUBLICY [RISE,
CASH FLOW AND LEAST-C08]
ALTERRATIVE)

W DM 1T BCREASE TOTAL
INVESTMENT TN THE EVEROLADES BY
ADING PRIVATE ANANCHNGT

. DXIES T IMPRSOYE THE PROJET]
WLIVERY SCHEDMLET

Ihere e o mmber of different fypes amd examples of
suceessiul partnership ventures, ench with virying
depres of benelits and risks w0 bolh parties. Using the
stmipdifaed analogy of o Meyear momzage. Dean indicated
that the same principles sl benefits wookl apply e oa

publi-private
prartiershbips & small dowm
pravrend s reguired up
fromt; the financing
agsovialed msks ary
assumed by an oulside
entity: affordable
gy iments are spremd oud
o i tneiber Of s
maning ndditional
momey is aviilable For
furnding othser nesds: il
mwcest importintly, the use
of the Faciliy 15 pretey
mmuch mmrmedinte

Dean chiracterized the
mitinl presentation s o

work i pregness,” e
l!iul'u'-:ﬂ'.l1|g Hgird v lairn
il directnve o comtinoe
wurking with bis stafl
ERER" il the Clowps to GIL o miome of the blanks as o
exsctly hov tlse comoept might be mplemented,
ichuclig o thomwgh analysis af both podential benetits
and risks

Priority Storage
Projects
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